
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ms. Borwick Office News:  Our Richmond Middle 

School Athletics have started another season up again.    Our student 

athletes are very excited about the opportunity to participate.  Our 

winter season for session one includes Boys’ Basketball and 

Competitive Cheerleading.  We look forward to a great season in which 

our student athletes will represent our school in a positive manner on 

and off the court.    

Please come out and support our students who have been working hard 

to represent our school in the Richmond Middle School Geography 

which will be held on December 7th our Spelling Bee that will be held 

on December 14th.  Both events will be held in our Middle School 

Cafeteria at 3pm.  

At our RMS it is our goal for every student to S.H.I.N.E 

 

Mrs. May’s Corner:  

It is amazing how quickly the year is flying by.  It hard to believe that 

Thanksgiving has come and gone and we are fully into the Holiday 

season.  This time of year is both exciting and stressful for students and 

families.  While many students look forward to time at home with their 

families, Christmas festivities, family gatherings and well-deserved 

rest, others are anxious about whether they will have enough food to 

eat or whether they will receive any gifts this year.  As we reflect on 

the year and on the season, remember to treat each other with kindness 

and patience.  Sharing a smile or a warm greeting with someone might 

be the only positive interaction they have all day.  Each of us impacts 
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Shining Stars of 

the Month 
There are many students in 

Richmond Middle School 

who make our school a 

positive place to work and 

study.  With this in mind, 

the Richmond Middle 

School Staff would like to 

recognize these students for 

their ability to get along 

with their classmates and 

teachers, their willingness to 

accept personal 

responsibility, and for being 

a positive influence for 

others. 

   

5th Grade 

Kelsey Pendry 

Jennifer Alfaro 

Maeli Goodwin 

Holly Clapper 

6th Grade 

Esther Lopiccolo 

Seth Stricker 

7th Grade 

Kaleb Akans 

Stephanie Linsay 

8th Grade 

Katelynn Holden 

Blake Quinn 

.   

From the Desk of Mr. Bartels:   

As the Holiday Season approaches RMS is quite active with the 

starting of winter sports, Choir and Band concerts, food drives, 

and various other outreach programs.   We wish everyone a happy 

and safe holiday season.    

 



those around us, and during this time of year it is especially important to remember how powerful our words 
and actions are.    

Middle school is all about transition and learning important lessons in order to become a successful member of 

our society.  This time of year offers multiple opportunities for our students to be compassionate and thoughtful 

toward others.  We consider that “Neighborly” in our SHINE program.  Take advantage of opportunities and be 

a ‘SHINE”-ing star along with us! 

5th Grade News:  

SS:  We are wrapping up our first unit, "Three Worlds Meet".  Students are doing a wonderful job 
investigating how Europeans, West Africans, and Native Americans first met hundreds of years ago. 
 
ELA:    We have been continuing with our metacognitive thinking as we work to use schema, inferences, 
questioning, visualizing, and determining importance to better understand our reading and retain 
information in order to do our best learning.  As well as Authors purpose, point of view, and grammar 
keeper. 
 
MTH:  Students have been doing a great job understanding place value and understanding adding and subtracting 

decimals. 

SCI:  Students focused on understanding the size difference and distance between the Earth and Moon. 

6th Grade News: 

ELA:   Analogies are to Language Arts as Ratios are to Math!  Students have been looking at the types of 

relationships used to compare words and ideas in analogies.  Moby Max, an online learning program, was 

introduced to our students as they began exploring reading and language lessons designed to meet their individual 

learning goals.  Speaking of goals, 21 Reading Counts points are due on January 18.  Please check in with your child 

to be sure they are on track to meet this goal.  Your support in encouraging reading at home is greatly appreciated! 

MTH:  Students are understanding writing, simplifying, and the different forms of ratios and how to construct 

ratios into tables.  In algebraic thinking students are working on solving problems with exponents and multiple 

operations using the order of operations.  We will also be learning what algebraic expressions are and how to write 

them. 

SS:  Students have been prepping for our unit 2 test, studying the World in spatial terms.  We have been 

playing multiple review games like Kahoot and Jeopardy. The kids have been working extremely hard. 

 

SCI:  Did the apple really hit Isaac Newton on the head? 

Sixth graders spent one week completing their Newton’s Laws of Motion labs.  Students were making 
observations about balanced forces and unbalanced forces. (1st Law of Motion).  Students analyzed how 
objects with the same mass can have different weights dependent upon the mass of different planets. 
Finally, balloon rockets were constructed for Newton’s 3rd law of motion.  Students calculated distance, 
time, and speed.  Students identified the action force and reaction force observed as to how the balloon 
rocket moved.   



 

 

 

7th Grade News:  
 
7th Grade Science Students completed the annual Macomb County 

Boater’s Safety course during the first week of December.  Students 

must have received a 70% or higher to qualify for a boater’s safety 

license.  Operators (students) with a license are still required to have 

parental supervision while out on the water.  Ask your child about boater 

guidelines and regulations.  If you own a marine craft and would like a refresher course about water safety and 

regulations seek your child’s boater safety manual- it is excellent!  Remember to be safe on the water!  

In 7th Grade ELA students have added two more pages to their autobiographies.  This is a yearlong writing 

assignment that will be published at the end of the year.  The most recent entry is titled, "Friends."  Students will be 

wrapping up the genre study of the GIVER and taking an assessment before Christmas break.   

In 7th Grade Math this month students have started a new unit, Expression and Equations, they have been 

enjoying learning the new Algebra Language. 

In 7th Grade Social Studies students studied numerous Archaeological concepts and theories.   

 

8 th Grade News:  

In ELA, we just completed our Holocaust novel, The Devil's Arithmetic. Students have been engaging 
in reflective reading and writing activities, and they have completed some poetry pieces using 
themes from the text. To further enrich their semester-long unit of study, we will be traveling to the 
Holocaust Memorial Center on Friday, December 5. Students will receive a guided tour of the 
museum, have the opportunity to meet and hear the experiences of a Holocaust survivor, and end 
their day with a pizza lunch. In the coming weeks, we will also research child victims of the 
Holocaust, and students will create a PowerPoint slide show to present their findings. 
 
In 8th grade Basic Design students are creating three-dimensional forms with value. They just 
began to create their own compositions based off of basic composition structures such as triangular 
and s-curve and are now shading from one light source. 
 
8th grade Science is working with the geologic time scale and the rock cycle.  

We have done a fault line simulation activity through our Discovery Education Techbook. 
We also created a Sea Floor Spreading kinetic demonstration and will be working with relative dating 
of soil / Crust samples.  
 
 

 



Michigan Core Math - We wrapped up our work with scientific notation and 
standard from.  Now, we are working with finding the slope of a line using 
numerous methods. This will lead to working with real-world proportional 
relationships.  
 
8th Algebra - We have concluded our study of Chapter 3, which included 
solving one and multi-step equations.  Next, we are working with the 
coordinate plane and geometric transformations. 
 
In 8th grade algebra 2 - Students have studied Polynomials – finding their 
roots, factoring, and graphing. 
 

 

December 5-9, all of Mrs. Campau's classes will be doing Hour of Code activities. Students will learn that 
coding has a role in all aspects of life, from fashion to food to games and much, much more. They will be 
writing their own code using block coding, JavaScript, or Python. For more information about the 
international Hour of Code movement, please visit code.org. 
 
Mrs. Campau's 6th grade programming students are building their own operation games. The games will 
be connected to the computer using a Makey Makey, and will be interactive. The students are writing 
programs in Scratch to control the game. 
 
The students in Multimedia are writing, filming, and editing their own life hack videos. Each video will be 
30-60 seconds long, sharing a helpful tip to make life easier. 
 
8th Grade SS – Our students have been studying the Age of Jefferson and the Louisiana Purchase.  In 
addition they all wrote an essay about their Michigan Hero for the America and Me writing Contest. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes:   

Tis the season for holiday music.  Our RMS Bands will perform their 

holiday concerts on December 7th and 8th at 7pm.  While our RMS Choirs will 

be performing their holiday music on December 15th and 16th at 7 pm.  Both will be 

held in the high school auditorium.   

 

 

 

Spanish 

In Spanish 1, Students have just finished the calendar and celebrations unit - perhaps they've shared with 

you some of the crazy ways people in Spanish-speaking countries celebrate: huge tomato fights in the city 

of Buñol or running down narrow streets trying to avoid being charged by some very angry bulls!  Next 

up we'll be starting the weather unit.  As an alternative summative assessment, students will be working 

cooperatively to create weather broadcasts about cities in Spanish-speaking countries.  In between units, 

students have been using their laptops to learn extra material through 

Duolingo - a great adaptive app for language learning! 

In Spanish Specials, 5th grade has just wrapped up the numbers unit 

and is moving on to the calendar - be prepared for two very catchy 

songs being sung repeatedly in your homes the next couple of 

weeks!  6th grade has just finished the greetings and leave takings unit 

and is beginning to learn the alphabet - you, too, will probably be 

hearing the alphabet chant on repeat in your households!   

Yearbook Staff:  
The yearbook staff has 
been busy taking pictures 
of all the great things here 
at RMS.  

 

Student Council: 

Student Council is working on a 
fun Christmas Assembly in 
December. In addition they are 
sponsoring the Annual Food 
Drive with the Richmond Lions' 
Club. 

 



Be sure to go to my website: www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com to get any materials from class - 

and practice practice practice! 

Builders Club: 

We recently held our annual Christmas Wreath sale.  We also made wreaths for Leisure Manner which we will 

be delivering the second week of December as well as caroling at the manner.   

Programming Club:  Attended the MACUL – Lansing Student Showcase hosted at the Capital 
Building.   

 
 

 NJHS – Notes:  NJHS will be having their Christmas party along with an optional Secret Santa.  

 

 Sandy’s Kids  

It is that time of year again! The Christmas Season is almost upon 

us. Sandy’s Kids, the Christmas giving program that helps provide 

Christmas gifts to needy families, in our district, is in full swing. 

Sandy’s Kids began over 16 years ago when a Social Worker in the 

district started collecting donations from Richmond staff, shopping 

and distributing gifts of clothing and toys to needy students. Upon 

her retirement a fund was created to continue this tradition, and 

Sandy’s Kids was established. We are amazed every year at the 

outpour of generosity and support from the Richmond 

Community. This program is an example of the true meaning of 

Christmas, and an opportunity to give back to the community.  

Once again this year we will have a Giving Tree at the Lee 

Elementary Holiday Concert on December 7th that will have 

ornaments with requested gifts listed on the back. Families can then 

http://www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com/


pick an ornament and purchase a gift for a family in need, if they 

choose. 

If you are unable to stop by and see our tree but would like to help 

a family in need this holiday season please contact one of the Social 

Workers in the district: Jenny Cleland (586) 727-2509 ext. 1013 or 

Nancy Laratonda (586) 727-3225 ext. 3601. Thank you for your 

consideration of this worthy cause! 

 

 

 Join Us at Richmond Middle School on December 15th for a 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY  
the Community in Action program presented by  

SEMCO ENERGY  
SEMCO ENERGY supports families in reducing energy use and utility 

bills with the Community in Action program available to you AT NO 
COST!  

Attend a 30 minute program to help our school raise funds.  
Receive a free Community in Action Kit including energy and water saving technologies.*  
Participate in a drawing for a free weatherization kit.  
Learn simple ways to reduce your energy use and save money for your family.  

Help our school earn a grant from SEMCO ENERGY Gas Company. The more people 
who attend, the more the school earns.  

HELP YOUR FAMILY.  
HELP OUR SCHOOL.  

DEC. 15  
Two sessions to choose from: 2:45 PM or 5:00 PM.  

Room 408 



  

 Future Happenings   

 

            
 

 Wednesday:  December 7, Geography “B” after school 

     Band Holiday Concert 7 pm. 

 

 Thursday:  December 8, Band Holiday Concert 7 pm. 

 

 Tuesday:  December 13, Builders Club Caroling 

 

 Wednesday:  December 14, RMS PTA, Meeting after school 

     Spelling “B” after school 

     Choir Holiday Concert 7 pm. 

 

 Thursday:  December 15, Choir Holiday Concert 7 pm. 

     Can Food Drive Deadline 

 

 Wednesday:  December 21, RMS-PTA Dodge Ball 5 pm. 

 

 Thursday:  December 22, Student Council Award FUN Assembly 

½ Day – Holiday Break  

 

 Wednesday:  January 4, School Resumes 

  

Non-Discrimination Statement 

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education 

amendments of 1972, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act 

of 1975, Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights 

Act of 1977, it is the policy of the Richmond Community School District that no person shall, 

on the basis of race, color, religion ,military status, national origin or ancestry, sex (including 

sexual orientation), disability, age (except as authorized by law,) height, weight, or marital 

status be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to, 

discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. Inquiries related to any 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Superintendent, 35276 Division Road, 

Richmond, MI 48062, (586) 727-3565. 

 

 


